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Statement of Teaching Philosophy

Early in the semester I make sure to tell my students that one of the most important tools of 
the writer and reader is a sense of empathy—the ability to understand the feelings of someone 
else. I feel that empathy is also a crucial tool for successful teaching. By attempting to under-
stand the whole student, an individual with complex layers of anxiety and hope and apathy and 
desire, I find that I become a more responsive and responsible teacher, and that my teaching 
becomes increasingly effective.

Often students come to class with little or no confidence in their abilities as literary citizens. 
I have taught many students who are the first in their family to go to college. I have taught 
students who fear reading—who fear books, who fear words—and others who simply dread 
having to think deliberately and carefully. To get past these emotional impasses I try to plunge 
the students into writing and reading as quickly as possible, to get them doing things they’ve 
never before done in a classroom. I lead them in frequent practice writing exercises designed 
to engage their critical and imaginative thinking and to break down their resistance to writing. 
We read other texts aloud. I try to keep the students constantly writing and constantly thinking, 
constantly trying to see the world from multiple perspectives. 

At the same time, I try to encourage the students to trust their own intellectual resources. 
While, sadly, it seems that few students spend time in deep recreational reading, I have found 
that most, though their secondary educations and their participation in the popular culture, have 
enough experience to tell the difference between good writing and bad writing. I work towards 
getting the students to recognize and apply this experience to their own writing—a difficult task, 
sometimes, but valuable when students gain insight into the processes of reading, writing, and 
critical thinking.

I find my teaching to be most effective when it is most transparent, and I work toward trans-
parency in several ways: through a lengthy syllabus workshop on the first class day, through 
the grading exercise early in the semester, through wide-ranging oral commentaries on and 
explanations of each assigned writing project, and by detailed written comments on graded 
papers. I try to make what we’re doing in class clear to the students—what they’re doing, what 
I’m doing, and how our actions combine to make a unified whole. 

I also make extensive use of student feedback. This aids in my goal of transparency, but does 
more: by taking seriously the opinions and feelings of the students, I validate them as class 
participants and share with them a sense of ownership in what we do. Two or three times a 
semester I seek anonymous written feedback from the students; sometimes the students are 
harsh in their assessment of the class, sometimes gratifyingly supportive, and very often they 
offer solid suggestions for improving the class. About every other week I ask students to sub-
mit written questions—about the coursework, or about anything—and I have found this to be 
an outstanding method for generating classroom discussion and for encouraging otherwise 
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silent students to participate. Then, on the last day of class, I have my current students write 
out advice for my future students. Their remarks are, on one level, pretty predictable: come 
to class on time, speak up in discussions, be honest but not cruel in peer review/workshop, 
go see Dr. White during office hours. On a broader level, however, this exercise encourages 
students to reflect on they have done for the past 15 or so weeks, and what they have learned.  

I tend to disbelieve students who try to dodge responsibility for their writing by claiming that 
they are not good at English, or that they are not talented writers, for I do not believe that 
reading and writing are based on “talent,” on mysterious accidents of nature, or on gifts of gen-
erous muses. Rather I see reading and writing as skills that can be taught and learned. All my 
teaching is based on this perspective, a perspective that places the responsibility for success 
or failure on the individual student. But it is also an extraordinarily liberating perspective, I think, 
for in a talent-free classroom students can shake off their inhibitions and face what I see as an 
important truth: that with desire and hard work, anyone can write a competent essay or short 
story or poem. The skills of reading and writing are there for anybody to use and to learn. Once 
they are learned—owned, as it were—they become the personal possessions of the learner. 
I have many times in my life experienced the transformative power of literature. Though this 
power is not directly transferable from me to the students, I think it is my responsibility as a 
teacher to help my students achieve transformation, if they want it, to give them the opportunity 
to learn these skills, to use these tools, to open their lives to literature and to change. Words 
have power. Words change lives. And I am in the word business.
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Course Description and Prerequisites

English 451: Advanced work in fiction writing. The prerequisites are ENGL 250 Intro-
duction to Creative Writing and ENGL 351 Fiction Writing.

Learning Outcomes and Course Objectives

This class will taught face-to-face and will approach literature in two ways: by reading and 
by writing. By reading classic and contemporary short fiction, students will come to under-
stand the methods and techniques established writers use. By writing, students will come 
to understand the structure and form of stories from the inside, will understand literature 
as a living entity, and will develop skills as literary individuals. By the completion of this 
class students will:

• Produce approximately 11,000 words of original, competent writing
• Elevate the quality of their writing in both critical and creative genres
• Develop a critical understanding of short fiction

Dr. Lowell Mick White
Grubbs 401
MWF 0800-0900, 1100-1200, and 1400-1600
R 1400-1530 
and By Appointment
lwhite@pittstate.edu

Instructor Information

English 451
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• Enhance their enjoyment of serious literature and film
• Engage in writing as an open-ended process
• Understand methods of revision
• Understand the importance of revision to the writing process
• Recognize the relationship of writer and audience
• Experience writing both as an individual and community activity

 
Writing. Writing is a process that relies on memory and imagination, on deliberation and 
discovery. In this class you will use the same learned and intuitive methods used by major 
writers, and you will produce at least four short stories. You will practice writing in and out 
of class with informal assignments, and you will also write a series of short response pa-
pers that analyze the readings and help to develop your understanding of literary forms.
 
Reading. Reading well is crucial to writing well. Reading well—reading carefully, read-
ing wisely—is also crucial to your success in this class. Remember: you do not have to 
“like” a text to learn from it.
 
Workshop. The majority of this course will be devoted to different kinds of writing work-
shops. Students will read each other’s work and write a short critical response to the 
work, which will provide helpful feedback to the student writer and important experience 
in critical reading to the student reader.
 
In-Class Work. On many class days we will write in class and we will read our writing 
out loud.  You are expected to participate in these activities and in other class discussions 
and collaborative activities. ALWAYS BRING PENS (OR PENCILS) AND PAPER 
TO CLASS.

My Teaching Philosophy!

I do not believe that reading and writing are based on “talent,” on mysterious accidents of 
nature, or on gifts of generous muses. Rather I see reading and writing as skills that can 
be taught and learned. All my teaching is based on this perspective, a perspective that 
places the responsibility for success or failure on the individual student. But it is also an 
extraordinarily liberating perspective, I think, for in a self-directed classroom students can 
shake off their inhibitions and face what I see as an important truth: that with desire and 
hard work, anyone can write a competent essay or short story or poem. The skills of read-
ing and writing are there for anybody to use and to learn. Once they are learned—owned, 
as it were—they become the personal possessions of the learner. I have many times in 
my life experienced the transformative power of literature, and I think it is my responsibil-
ity as a teacher to help my students achieve transformation, if they want it, to give them 
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the opportunity to learn these skills, to use these tools, to open their lives to literature and 
to change. Words have power. Words change lives. And I am in the word business.

“You could tell a story to pass the time.”

Very early in the semester students become aware that I usually begin almost every class 
by saying something like:

“So—what’s going on today?”

I ask this question with the hope that a student will speak up and tell me something they 
have done since class last met. Maybe the student will have had an adventure—gotten 
arrested or fallen in love—or maybe they will have done something as mundane as taking 
out the trash. If students seem interested in something particular (or peculiar), we can 
sometimes improvise a writing exercise. If no one volunteers a story I’ll usually ramble on 
with a story or three of my own.

Every semester there is a student or two who are very annoyed by this in-class storytell-
ing. They really do get mad! I can see it in their eye-rolling in-class faces and I can really 
see it in their end-of-the-semester class evaluations.

I find their annoyance both amusing and sad.

I find it amusing because these students are apparently unaware that the class will last a 
mere 50 minutes no matter how many stories get told.

I find it sad because these students are apparently unaware that stories are at the very 
heart of what we do in creative writing class. Whether through poetry or prose, this class 
is devoted to increasing our individual and collective understanding of the world we live 
in. And stories are one of the most important ways we gain this understanding.

Remember this at all times: You have a voice. Your voice is unique. No one knows the 
stories you know.

Time is limited. Time is running out. Someday, sadly, you will be dead and your untold 
stories will die with you.

So: seize every chance you get to tell your story...any story....
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Required Texts and Materials

The required text for this class is:

• Butler, Robert Olen. From Where You Dream: The Process of Writing 
Fiction. New York: Grove Press, 2005. 

A number of other texts will be posted to Canvas. 
 
You will also need the following supplies:
 

• a few standard-sized file folders with pockets
• one or two notebooks
• Internet access and an email account
• a stapler
• lots of paper

Recommended Texts
 
While it is generally agreed that students cannot learn to write from a book, there are a 
great many fine books that give detailed and interesting analyses of the various aspects 
of writing literature. These include:

• Singleton, George. Pep Talks, Warnings, and Screeds. Cincinnati: 
Writers Digest Books, 2008. 

• Hills, L. Rust.  Writing in General and the Short Story in Particular.  
Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2000.

• Gardner, John.  The Art of Fiction.  New York: Vintage, 1991.
• King, Stephen.  On Writing.  New York: Pocket, 2002.

Grading Policies

Grading

This course will use the standard letter grading scale:    

A = 100…90, B = 89…80, C = 79…70, D = 69…60, F = 59…0
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Grade Determination

10% Homework & Extra Credit

10% Attendance & 
Participation

5% Story One

6% Story Two

7% Story Three

8% Story Four

54% Final Portfolio

Major Due Dates

Story One: “Coming of Age” Monday, September 8
Story Two: “Boy Meets Girl” Monday, September 29
Story Three: “Stranger Rides into Town” Monday, October 13
Story Four: “Hero Sets Off....” Monday, October 27
Final Portfolio Friday, December 12

Homework and Extra Credit

There will usually be multiple homework assignments per class day. That might sound like 
a lot, but the assignments are actually pretty short. They will include:

• Fiction Reading Assignment. A short story posted to Canvas, or a chapter 
from the Butler book. Read the text, write a response of about 150 words, 
and post the response to Canvas. 
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• Fiction Writing Assignment. Write a piece—the beginning of a story, a 
joke, an idea—based on the daily prompt I’ve posted to Canvas. In the 
classroom I like to time these assignments, so I will suggest that you time 
them also. Write for about 7 minutes and post your writing to Canvas.

Beginning in the fourth week of class, your workshop comments will count as homework 
assignments:

• Workshop Assignment. You will read and comment on the story and po-
ems of the other students. Post your critiques to Canvas.

Homework assignments will be due at the times listed on Canvas. Late homework sub-
missions will be accepted for 36 hours past the due date, and awarded ½ credit. After 36 
hours, the homework dropbox will close.

Occasionally, Extra Credit will be offered. These credits will count the same as a home-
work assignment.

Writing: The Stories

The stories you will not write: You will not write stories that take place in the future, or 
on other planets, or on alternative, fantastic Earths. You will not write stories about orcs or 
elves or princesses, about unicorns or talking toothbrushes. You will not, in other words, 
write fantasy or science fiction.

I would further advise you to avoid writing stories dealing with perverse and violent crime—
stories, for example, that deal with serial killers, serial rapists, school shooters, creepo 
stalkers, etc. I have read dozens and dozens of student stories dealing with these al-
legedly transgressive topics, and I’ve never read a good one. They require little imagina-
tion, and yet are quite difficult to write. Don’t bore me. Don’t waste your time. Be creative. 

I would even further advise you to not be racist or misogynist in your writing. If your writ-
ing is unacceptable, I will call you out in class, which you will probably find embarrassing. 
Think about what you are writing. Think about what kind of story you are really telling. 
Consider your audience.

The stories you will write: You will write stories that take place on and in this everyday 
(but often very magical) world.  In other words, you will be writing standard, literary fiction.
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The Four Basic Stories

The late critic and novelist John Gardner once claimed that there are but three basic sto-
ries:

• Boy meets girl / girl meets boy
• Stranger rides into town
• Hero sets off to seek her/his fortune

For this class we will add another basic story:

• Coming of Age

Gardner may well have meant this as a polemic, as something to argue over in class 
(and, by all means, if in your reading you find a story that falls outside this description, 
please bring it to the attention of the class and let us argue over it). However, for the pur-
poses of our class, we will take Gardner’s paradigm at face value, and you will write one 
story of each type.

Writing: The Final Portfolio

On Friday, December 12, you will submit a portfolio of your best writing.  The portfolio will 
consist of your two best stories, revised.

You will also include a response of 250-500 words to your own work, discussing your writ-
ing process and mentioning anything you want me to know about your writing.  

I really do expect the work in your portfolio to be revised. Please under-
stand that revision does not mean merely correcting a few grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation errors (though that of course is important). 
Revision means re-envisioning your work—re-imagining it, re-creating it, 
transforming it into something better than what you started with.
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A Few Words on Feedback and Revision

I am not a prescriptivist professor and this will not be a prescriptivist class. I am not going 
to assert dictatorial control over your writing or write your poem or story for you.

I will, however, criticize your work. I will offer feedback in the form of a rubric and by mak-
ing a few textual annotations. I might say something like, “The ending doesn’t work—you 
probably want to fix the last four paragraphs.” Then it will be up to you, the writer, to find 
a way to make the fixes.

I will always be happy to meet with you and discuss your writing! I can show you 
your many options as a writer, and the artistic ramifications of each option. 

In the end it will be up to you as a writer to seek out my advice, to choose a course of 
revision for your writing, and to make those revisions work. You are responsible for the 
quality of your work.

Here are six additional things to remember about workshop and criticism:

1. You can’t please everyone.
2. If it does seem that you’re pleasing everyone, something is probably wrong.
3. Your readers don’t know more than you do. (Except me).
4. You don’t have to take your suggestions of your peers unless they fit your 

overall critical intention.
5. Some writing just is better than other writing.
6. You are the boss of your writing. 

Tentative Schedule

Week One

Class Date 08/18 08/20 08/22

Homework Due Date 9:00pm 08/19 9:00am 08/20 9:00am 08/22

Homework 
Critical Reading and Response

Syllabus Butler, Chapter 1 Butler, Chapter 2

Homework 
Creative Writing

Introduce Yourself Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt
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Week Two

Class Date 08/25 08/27 08/29

Homework Due Date 9:00am 08/25 9:00am 08/27 9:00am 08/29

Homework 
Critical Reading and Response

Butler, Chapter 3 Butler, Chapter 4 Butler, Chapter 5

Homework 
Creative Writing

Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt

Week Three

Class Date 09/01 09/03 09/05

Homework Due Date Labor Day 9:00am 09/03 9:00am 09/05

Homework 
Critical Reading and Response

Labor Day Butler, Chapter 6 Butler, Chapter 7

Homework 
Creative Writing

Labor Day Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt

Week Four

Class Date 09/08 09/10 09/12

In-Class Assignment
  

Workshop

Homework 
Critical Reading and Response

Butler, Chapter 8 Butler, Chapter 8 Student Work

Homework 
Creative Writing

Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt

Week Five

Class Date 09/15 09/17 09/19

In-Class Assignment Workshop Workshop Workshop
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Homework 
Critical Reading and Response

Student Work Student Work Student Work

Homework 
Creative Writing

Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt

Week Six

Class Date 09/22 09/24 09/26

In-Class Assignment Workshop Workshop Workshop

Homework 
Critical Reading and Response

Student Work Student Work Student Work

Homework 
Creative Writing

Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt

Week Seven

Class Date 09/29 10/01 10/03

In-Class Assignment Workshop Workshop Workshop

Homework 
Critical Reading and Response

Student Work Student Work Student Work

Homework 
Creative Writing

Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt

 

Week Eight

Class Date 10/06 10/08 10/10

In-Class Assignment Workshop Workshop Workshop

Homework 
Critical Reading and Response

Student Work Student Work Student Work
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Homework 
Creative Writing

Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt

Week Nine

Class Date 10/13 10/15 10/17

In-Class Assignment Workshop Workshop Fall Break

Homework 
Critical Reading and Response

Student Work Student Work Fall Break

Homework 
Creative Writing

Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt Fall Break

Week Ten

Class Date 10/20 10/22 10/24

In-Class Assignment Workshop Workshop Workshop

Homework 
Critical Reading and Response Student Work Student Work Student Work

Homework 
Creative Writing

Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt

Week Eleven

Class Date 10/27 10/29 10/31

In-Class Assignment Workshop Workshop Workshop

Homework 
Critical Reading and Response

Student Work Student Work Student Work

Homework 
Creative Writing

Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt
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Week Twelve

Class Date 11/03 11/05 11/07

In-Class Assignment Workshop Workshop Workshop

Homework 
Critical Reading and Response Student Work Student Work Student Work

Homework 
Creative Writing Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt

Week Thirteen

Class Date 11/10 11/12 11/14

In-Class Assignment Workshop Workshop Workshop

Homework 
Critical Reading and Response Student Work Student Work Student Work

Homework 
Creative Writing

Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt

Week Fourteen

Class Date 11/17 11/19 11/21

In-Class Assignment Workshop Workshop Workshop

Homework 
Critical Reading and Response Student Work Student Work Student Work

Homework 
Creative Writing

Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt
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Week Fifteen

Class Date 11/24 11/26 11/28

In-Class Assignment Workshop Turkey/Football Turkey/Football

Homework 
Critical Reading and Response Student Work

Turkey/Football Turkey/Football

Homework 
Creative Writing

Fiction Prompt Turkey/Football Turkey/Football

Week Sixteen

Class Date 12/01 12/03 12/05

Homework 
Critical Reading and Response

Homework 
Creative Writing Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt Fiction Prompt

 

Finals Week

Class Date 12/08 12/10 12/12

Assignment Due Date
 

Final Portfolio Due

Distinguished Visiting Writers and other Special Events

Several writers and scholars will be visiting campus this spring to present their work. You 
will be encouraged to attend these events—they will count as valuable extra-credit as-
signments.

• Friday, August 22: Open Mic at TJ Leland’s
• Thursday, September 11: Thomas Fox Averill, Fiction Writer
• Thursday, October 2: Pamela Kingfisher, Women’s Studies Lecture Series
• Thursday, October 9: Chinelo Okparanta, Fiction Writer
• Thursday, November 13: Joy Harjo, Poet
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Other Pertinent Course Information

Syllabus Supplement. Important university policies can be found on the Syllabus Sup-
plement:

http://www.pittstate.edu/dotAsset/eb3c8820-1c48-4f7e-aae8-8ccf74dc449a.pdf

Or go to the Registrar’s Office page, click on “Forms,” and look for the Syllabus Supple-
ment.

Attendance. You are expected to attend class according to the times published in the fall 
schedule of classes. Students who arrive more than 15 minutes late will have their atten-
dance mark reduced by one-half. 

Authorized Absences. Students are expected to attend class and to complete all assign-
ments. You are responsible for providing evidence to substantiate “authorized absences.”  
If you know in advance that you will miss a class, you are responsible for informing me. 
Excessive unexcused absences (more than three) will result in the final course grade be-
ing lowered at least one letter grade. Students who have not attended at all or who have 
been excessively absent from may be dropped from the course.

Classroom Behavior. I define disruptive classroom behavior as anything that interferes 
with my ability to conduct the class or as anything that distracts students from the instruc-
tional program. This can include sleeping, talking, TEXTING, reading the newspaper, or 
playing with your phone (always remember to turn off your phone when you enter the 
classroom and keep it OFF your desk). Please pay attention. PLEASE RESPECT YOUR 
FELLOW STUDENTS. Disruptive or inappropriate behavior can be cause for dismissal 
from this course; except in the most egregious cases, you will receive a warning.

Food:  Please do not inflict your eating habits on the rest of the class!

Incomplete. An incomplete grade may be assigned in rare instances when a student is 
unable to complete a course due to circumstances beyond his/her control. You must have 
completed a majority of the coursework to be eligible for this consideration..  

Mid-Semester Grades. Grades reported at mid-semester will be based on homework, 
presentations, weekly writing assignments, and in-class assignments.  This is not 50% of 
your final grade.

Final Grades. Grades are not negotiable. Your final course grade will be based on your 
work in the course. If you are concerned about a grade, please see me during office hours 
or make an appointment.
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E-mail and Fax. Because of security issues, I will not discuss grades via email or fax. I 
will, however, be happy to answer email questions about the readings or assignments.

Academic Integrity

According to the PSU Code of Students Rights and Responsibilities, “Education at the 
university level requires intellectual integrity and trust between faculty and students. Pro-
fessors are obliged to master their subject and present as fair an account of it as possible. 
For their part, students are obliged to make an honest effort to fulfill both the letter and 
the spirit of course requirements. Academic dishonesty violates both integrity and trust. 
It jeopardizes the effectiveness of the educational process and the reliability of publicly 
reported records of achievement.”

The Code defines academic dishonesty as “unethical activity associated with course work 
or grades.” This can include: 

• Giving or receiving unauthorized aid on examinations.
• Giving or receiving unauthorized aid in the preparation of notebooks, 

themes, reports, papers or any other assignments.
• Submitting the same work for more than one course without the instructor’s 

permission.
• Plagiarism.

For more information on Academic Integrity, please see the Code of Students Rights and 
Responsibilities:

http://www.pittstate.edu/audiences/current-students/policies/rights-and-responsibilities/
academic-misconduct.dot

Americans with Disabilities Act

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that 
provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other 
things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning 
environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you be-
lieve you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Equal Oppor-
tunity/Affirmative Action Office at

http://www.pittstate.edu/office/eoaa/
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Final Note

When the person who is grading your papers writes a syllabus, or 
hands you anything that says, “These are my values—this what 
I’m looking for,” you can believe them
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Student Evaluations
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Texas A&M University: ENGL 347 / Writers’ Workshop
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Student Evaluations 
 
Pittsburg State University: ENGL 451-01 / Advanced Fiction / Fall 2014 
 
 

percentile scale

Perceived Quality Index Very Good 58.6% 6.1%
Course Design Very Good 49.3% 5.9%
Rapport with Students Very Good 56.8% 6.1%
Grading Quality Very Good 65.5% 6.4%
Course Value Very Good 66.3% 6.3%

 
Student Comments

• Dr. White comes across as a person and is able to relate real life with fiction and our 
coursework. This was one of my all-time favorite classes. Canvas assignments made 
sure we were engaged in writing, even in small amounts, each week. PowerPoint was 
efficient and not over-used. Video/photography added culture to the class. Great class! 

• I really liked this class and I don’t think there is anything that needs to be fixed. I liked al-
most everything—I liked the topics in class and the atmosphere. Great use of pie graphs 
to show peoples’ stories! By far, my favorite class. I’m going to miss having classes like 
this when I am in grad school. 

• I have great respect for my experiences in Dr. White’s classes. We learn applicable infor-
mation, but above all we have fun and relate with our experiences. Well done. I cherish 
these teachings and educations. 

• How personal everything can be! We all get to be ourselves, and ask and learn things 
we want to know. The pie charts were very cool, and the breakdown of scenes was very 
helpful.  

• Doctor White is easy-going, friendly, good-humored, and understanding. Possibly do a bit 
more on the comments in our stories so I can know more specifically what I need to work 
on in revisions. Class is always interesting. Bravo!
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Student Evaluations 
 

Pittsburg State University: ENGL 250-01 / Introduction to Creative Writing / Fall 2014 
 

percentile scale

Perceived Quality Index High 84.0% 7.2
Course Design High 79.9% 7.0
Rapport with Students High 82.9% 7.1
Grading Quality High 88.4% 7.5
Course Value High 85.5% 7.2

 
 
Student Comments

• I think he is doing a good job. I liked learning different ways to write and thinking about 
it rather than just writing to write. I liked how he had slides up every class for what we 
were doing the rest of the week because it prepared me for the week. I thought Professor 
White was good with the material and he was creative with things.

• Learned a lot, easy to work with. Wow, we used Canvas every single day. He was clear 
with all instructions. Decrease the workload.

• Nothing but positive thoughts. I loved everything about the course, the instructor’s attitude 
and tone of classroom was excellent. The instructor used PowerPoint, internet, and had 
computer assignments.

• The course was very enjoyable. My most telling comment is that more class time could 
have been used explaining and discussing the writing assignments before they were 
actually due. I felt like it was a very free and open environment that allowed me to think 
independently and learn the material in my own way. Professor White does a nice job 
with this class.

• I liked how he was caring and how Dr. White was not just a teacher, but a person. He 
made students feel like they were people, and not just numbers. He is the best teacher 
I have had all semester. Dr. White responded to questions via email and graded assign-
ments very quickly. I can really see that Dr. White cares about us, his students, and that 
he wants us to succeed. If it wasn’t for Dr. White, I would not be pursuing a minor in 
creative writing.
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Student Evaluations 
 

Pittsburg State University: ENGL 351-01 / Fiction Writing / Fall 2013 
 

percentile scale

Perceived Quality Index Good 24.5% 4.4
Course Design Good 21.6% 4.3
Rapport with Students Good 24.9% 4.6
Grading Quality Good 24.7% 4.4
Course Value Good 46.7% 5.5

 
Student Comments

• The way Dr White has structured the class is optimal for a good learning environment. Dr. 
White is extremely relatable, great teacher/mentor, input on life experience, and is willing 
to help in a completely constructive way. So far, my favorite prof on campus! 

• Homework every day does not motivate people. Pull it back.  

• Spend a little less time on the textbook. I liked the creative freedom and Dr. White gave 
excellent feedback. Class was useful and enjoyable. 

• Explain the concepts behind grading more. Tell us more on how to improve our writing. 

• He is fun, encouraging, and understanding. He makes learning fun and exciting. I like 
being able to write what I like but still be in the confines of the class. Keep doing what 
you’re doing! Thank you for encouraging me and making this class fun to be in. You 
make class enjoyable and stimulating!  

• He was a down-to-earth, normal, and fun guy. I enjoyed being able to submit my assign-
ments online. I wish we covered more writing techniques. 

• It’s been a good class. Energy of instructor, relatability of instructor.
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Pittsburg State University: ENGL 113-08 / General Literature / Spring 2013

percentile scale

Perceived Quality Index High 96.0% 8.0
Course Design High 97.2% 8.1
Rapport with Students High 95.7% 7.8
Grading Quality High 97.5% 8.3
Course Value High 90.2% 7.5

 
Student Comments

• I liked the many different readings we had in this course and the professor was a great 
help. Assign less homework and more classwork. Overall it was a good class and I en-
joyed it. 

• The instructor is very helpful and cares about his students. 

• I felt like the course was very well organized and doesn’t need much improvement. Less 
dramatic stories would be nice. Good course. 

• He seemed to enjoy being here, made class fun, provided help when needed. Computers 
used very well. 

• I liked his punctuality and eagerness. His penmanship wasn’t the best but he made sure 
we knew what he wrote by saying it out loud. 

• This course makes sense only as long as you come to class. Dr. White is very fun and 
knows what he is talking about. He made class enjoyable and educational.
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Texas A&M University: ENGL 227 / American Literature: Colonial to Civil War / Spring 2011

Overall Mean Score (out of possible 5.0) 4.59

 
Student Comments

• Overall, this was a great course that I would recommend to another student in a moment. 
The professor was well-informed and excited about his subject material, but he also 
wanted to know what his students thought too. Altogether, it is one of the best courses I 
have taken here at A&M. 

• One of my first classes at Texas A&M, and I am so happy it was. I enjoyed the class and 
all that I learned. Great teacher and great class, I can’t say enough positive things! 

• It’s interesting to see an English professor who studied history, it takes away from the 
possible bias and it provides us with interesting facts about some of the poets and au-
thors that we read about. 

• He put together slide shows with pictures. We not only looked at the text but of artwork 
from the time period which really helped pull in the more visual students. 

• He just loved the subject and it made it really easy to listen to him and he’d often ask our 
opinion so we’d always come hoping our new ideas would impress. 

• I do not think that the number of assignments was too many, but the assignments were 
VERY long, and some were very repetitive. Also, when an assignment for Thursday was 
assigned on Tuesday and was 20-30 pages long, it was impossible to find the time. The 
beginning of the semester was much easier to keep up with. 

• He picked a great variety, i loved the class and while i didn’t love every piece we read, 
because of the variety there were plenty i did love. 

• Honestly I, like many others in the class, did not really like Emerson. We read a lot of 
Emerson.
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Texas A&M University: ENGL 347 / Writers’ Workshop / Fall 2011

Overall Mean Score (out of possible 5.0) 4.65

 
Student Comments

• Although I hated having so much writing do each week I am glad that Dr. White forced us 
around issues (such as getting caught up in plot, “writers block,” etc.) by having weekly 
writing due. 

• This was probably the best college class I have ever taken. It really helped me develop 
my writing style. 

• Great class! I didn’t know what to expect but ended up really enjoying the class. The as-
signments were great and I actually liked doing them. I feel like I really learned a lot from 
this class!! 

• Dr. White was by far one of my favorite professors and I do plan on taking him again 
when available! 

• This was my favorite class all semester. Every time I go into class its always a break from 
my other work. Great teacher. Great class. 

• He has a ton of knowledge about writing and publishing. It’s awesome to have a pub-
lished author teaching the class. 

• Always had an idea of what to do with each class period, even if we didn’t get it all done, 
which is nice in an unstructured class. 

• During the oral presentations, I liked that other opinions were encouraged. It made the 
presentations feel more like a discussion instead of a formal presentation. 

• He accepted outside criticism and context whenever available or presented. 

• He was very excited about the class even though it was his first time teaching it.
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Texas A&M University: ENGL 235 / Elements of Creative Writing / Fall 2011

Overall Mean Score (out of possible 5.0) 4.45

 
Student Comments 

• It’s professors like Professor White that make me want to come to class, that teach me 
how to use what I’ve learned outside of class in the real world, which is what college is 
preparing us for, but so often I feel like those lessons aren’t given. He deserves a raise. 

• Mick was one of the best professors I’ve had in my four years at A&M. In every way, he 
went above and beyond to care for students, to nurture and progress their knowledge and 
ideas, and had a passion and sense of humor that made every class delightful and orig-
inal. He took two hours of time every week to help me with my graduate school applica-
tions, and to pose new ideas to me.  

• I’ve written stories and poems for a long time and thought this class would encourage 
more creativity and experimentation with different types of writing. Instead, we were ba-
sically told to write whatever and show up for class on time. For the most part, I liked the 
teacher as a person, but I didn’t like the fact that he didn’t give us more material to work 
with. 

• He was overall a great professor and I would gladly take another course taught by him. 

• In lieu of what transpired at the start of the semester, professor White did a marvelous job 
of becoming prepared and planning curriculum for the course. He was given, I believe, 
three extra classes to instruct upon the first day of class, unbeknownst to him beforehand. 

• Felt like class was a big waste of time. I liked going because I knew it was going to be 
easy, but sometimes it aggravated me that we didn’t have anything to do. It was some-
times pointless to be there. 

• He was an example of what he taught. One of the best lessons he gave us was that writ-
ers are curious about life, so he’d always start the class just a few minutes early, so that 
his questions about whats going on with us didn’t take up too much class time. 
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Texas A&M University: ENGL 104 / Rhetoric and Composition/ Spring 2012

Overall Mean Score (out of possible 5.0) 4.59

 
Student Comments 

• Dr. White’s class was exceptional. From the first day he was readily available as a re-
source to us and he was passionate about the subject and making sure that we weren’t 
just learning but engaged as well. 

• This professor is a great professor that loves what he teaches. I am quite disappointed 
that he is leaving because I would have taken another course of his. 

• Great professor, I will miss his class. 

• The class had a syllabus, but we didn’t always do everything planned for the day. 

• We never had a day where we didn’t do anything. 

• He showed us many sample writings to better our papers. 

• He would constantly remind us to see him if we had any problems. Also he said he 
couldn’t help us if he didn’t know us. He really did care if we did well. 

• I was never interested in English but Dr. White made it inviting. 

• Very helpful and informative answers, although some answers are not what the students 
wanted to hear. 

• Even if he would answer the questions in class, he would then post them on our group 
page in case we still didn’t understand. 

• I strongly believe my writing skills have improved over the course of this semester


